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A convenient epitome of what one should know in order to understand
English literature: (a) the salient facts of that literature itself; (b) the
social background; (c) not least, those elements in foreign literatures
which have influenced our own.

(Sir Paul Harve7 has also compiled a Companion to Classical Litera-
ture; a Companion to American Literature is in preparation.)

MAGNUS, Laurie: A Dictionary of European Literature, designed as a com-
panion to English Studies. London, George Routledge; New York,
E. P. Button. 2nd Impression, revised, 1927. 6e>5pp.

Does not include items of a non-literary nature, as the Oxford Com-
panion does; excludes antiquity, the Orient, and America. "Briefly, it
comprises general articles on movements or topics continuous through
several centuries and countries; concise surveys of the literary history of
the chief countries; critical and biographical accounts, with a minimum
of bibliography, of major and minor writers, and definitions of such
literary terms as the student or general reader is likely to encounter5'
(from the Preface). A marvel of condensation; some articles are brilliant
miniatures. Errors of facts, which survived a first revision, are not so
numerous and so shocking as might have been feared.

SHARP, R. Farquharson: A Short Biographical Dictionary of Foreign
Literature. Everyman's Library, London, J. M. Dent; New York,
E. P. Dutton, 1933. 302pp.

(Foreign understood as European not English;  leaves out antiquity,
the  Orient and America.   550  authors.   Inexpensive  and  convenient.)

Periodicals

HELICON: Revue Internationale des Problemes Generaux de la Litterature
(in five languages). Editions Academiques Pantheon, Amsterdam,
1938 seq. 3 times a year. (The Editorial Board might be called the
general staff of World Literature studies.)

REVUE DE LITTERATURE COMJPAREE, Paris, Boivln; quarterly (sponsors
also an excellent collection of studies in Comparative Literature).

BOOKS ABROAD, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Okla.

Numerous brief reviews of current literature in European languages

other than English; increasing importance given to longer articles; docu-
ments and discussions. Extremely useful.

MERCVRE DE FRANCE, Paris.

A general magazine, predominantly but not exclusively devoted to

literature. Contains periodical surveys of various national literatures.